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Abstract

Driven by a rapidly expanding market economy, profound stratification has taken place among the
villagers in Jinchun of Zhejiang province during the reform era, who associate different consumption
levels and leisure activities with one’s social status, identity, taste, and “face.” This article examines the
complex mechanisms behind a “second differentiation” within the rural families of different genera-
tions. To save face and improve the standing of their children and family, parents voluntarily engage
in “self-exploitation,” as seen in middle- and old-age women'’s involvement in selling vegetables, hiring
themselves out for wages, or chanting scriptures for local temples, hence the rise of a “leisure-less
group,” which contrasts sharply with the “leisure group” of middle- and high-income families in
Jinchun. Villagers of the same community thus are further divided because of their differentiation in
sociocultural interactions, which originated from the stratification of their economic lives and devel-
oped through the mechanisms of competition in consumption, inter-generational support, and differ-
ent grouping for leisure.
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